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Dear NYU London Students, 

A warm welcome to Global Orientations: Britain for Spring 2017!  This is the calendar of 
visits and events that will complement the lectures and seminar you will be attending in the 
opening week of the semester introducing you different aspects of Britain and being British.    
Inside you will see plenty of exciting visits to join, including visits to the theatre, walking 
tours of London and trips around Britain to sites of cultural significance. 
 
Each term we organize a series of events that are designed to give our students a broader 
understanding of British life and culture.  Events are chosen around a number of key 
themes (as detailed beside each event shown below) that connect to aspects of British cul-
ture and heritage.  These themes are by no means exhaustive but represent some of the 
areas we would like to ask our students to consider as they participate on the program.   
 

Upon your arrival in London you will receive an email on Friday January 27th 2017 that will 
contain details of how to sign up for all of the events listed within this brochure, and within 
the following sign-up period (all UK timings):  

From 5.00pm on Friday January 27th 2017  

until 8.00am on Monday January 30th 2017  

Please see “Sign-Up: Your Questions Answered” on the last page of this booklet for 
further information about our sign-up procedures, but in essence: 

 Students are encouraged to sign up for a minimum of one event per student.  

 Students will be invited to sign-up for an additional two events per student, if desired 
and where space permits.  This means each student can sign-up for a maximum of 
three separate events, from the list of complementary visits within this brochure. 

 Please only select an event if you are certain you are able to attend, should you secure 
a place on it.  

 If you have secured a place on an event but then can no longer attend, you need to give 
us at least 48 hours notice.  

 Students will need to provide a valid reason for non-attendance (e.g. doctor's note). 

Welcome to Global Orientations: Britain, Spring 2017! 

How can I get involved? 
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WEDNESDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2017 

THE MOUSETRAP 
 
 

This classic Agatha Christie "Who-done-it?" is a London Theatreland tradition.  Now, incredibly, in its 65th year, this world record-
breaking production continues to enthral, to entertain and to thrill audiences still flocking to the St Martin's Theatre from every corner 
of the globe. In her own inimitable style, Dame Agatha Christie has created an atmosphere of shuddering suspense and a brilliantly 
intricate plot where murder lurks around every corner. This play’s intriguing plot will have you on the edge of your seat right up until 
the last act, when Theatreland's best kept secret will be revealed to you.   
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 
 

An image of Britain as seen through the eyes of Agatha Christie 
The history and longevity of theatre in London 
The English detective literary tradition. See, also, Sherlock Holmes 

 
SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY 2017 

MONUMENTAL WALKING TOUR 
OF LONDON 

 
Continuing our introduction to London through Global Orientations: Britain we explore a number of the monumental sites that help 
form the  basis of British society.  Starting at Buckingham Palace, the Queen’s official residence in London, we walk along the Mall 
passing St. James’ Palace to Trafalgar Square and then down Whitehall to the Houses of Parliament, Big Ben and finish our walk at 
the magnificent Westminster Abbey.   Along the way we provide a narrative that will help to explain how the buildings we see have 
helped not only to shape the structure of the city of London, but also the socio-political complexion of the United Kingdom.  
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 
 

The political layout of London (from its commercial heart in the east to the seats of power in the west) 
The role and splendour of royal palaces (Buckingham Palace, St. James’s Palace, Clarence House) 
Redesigning London, e.g. Wren’s great plan, Nash’s ceremonial spaces etc. 
Whitehall and the seat of UK government – role of monarch versus the role of parliament  
The Houses of Parliament and Westminster Abbey – their history and role in British society.   
The Gothic Revival movement. 

 
SUNDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2017 
DAY TRIP TO GREENWICH 

 
 

Bustling riverside Greenwich is one of south London’s most charming locales. It is best known for its maritime history and elegant Geor-
gian and Regency architecture, but it was also a playground for Tudor royalty. Henry VIII and his daughters Mary I and Elizabeth I 
were all born here, and Greenwich Palace – in those days perfectly placed for hunting – was Henry’s favourite residence.  Aside 
from its rich history and interesting buildings, Greenwich is the site where World Time is set - the Greenwich Meridian (0° Longitude) 
– where east meets west. 
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 
 

The role of the Thames in the life of London 
Greenwich Palace and the reign of the Tudor monarchs 
Britain’s maritime heritage 
The Renaissance and Baroque in England 
Why is London the centre of world time?  What does that it say about London’s importance as a centre of trade? 



 

5 

 
FRIDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2017 

DAY TRIP TO WINDSOR CASTLE & ETON 
 

 
The focal point of today’s visit is the evolution of the British class system, with particular reference to historical establ ishment of the 
English aristocracy.  We visit two sites whose heritage and traditions are deeply–ingrained in the psyche of (so-called) British  
Establishment.  Firstly we visit Windsor, which features its famous castle, the largest occupied castle in the world and has been the 
home of the British Royal family for over 900 years. Built by William the Conqueror in 1070 to guard the western approaches to 
London, the castle has been added to by successive monarchs that now renders it a remarkable monument to royalty's changing 
tastes. The castle is the primary residence of the present Queen and her family who stay at Windsor many weekends and provided 
the setting for the marriage of Prince Charles and Camilla Parker-Bowles!  Following lunch,  we head across the River Thames to the 
neighbouring town of Eton famous for Eton College which has educated boys for nearly six centuries including many prominent mem-
bers of our aristocracy, numerous prime ministers and royal princes including William and Harry! 
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 
 

The role of the monarchy 
The splendour of royal palaces  
Foundation of the British aristocracy 

 
THURSDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2017 

THE NATIONAL THEATRE’S 
THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHTIME 

 
Founded in 1962, the National Theatre is dedicated to the constant revitalisation of the great traditions of the British stage.  As our 
national theatrical centre, the NT provides a platform for an eclectic mix of plays from the reworking of old classics to the promotion 
of many new and innovative works.  Its worldwide reputation enables it to recruit many well-established and famous actors who help 
to support and nurture our rising talent both on and behind the stage.  With seven or eight productions in repertory at any one time, 
the NT is busiest theatre company in the world. Many of its in-house productions have transferred to the West End and beyond 
(especially Broadway), with War Horse, One Man, Two Guvnors and tonight’s play The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time. 
 
Based on Mark Haddon’s award-winning novel, our story revolves around Christopher, a fifteen year old boy, who now stands 
beside Mrs Shears’ dead dog. It has been speared with a garden fork, it is seven minutes after midnight and Christopher is under 
suspicion. He records each fact in the book he is writing to solve the mystery of who murdered Wellington. He has an extraordinary 
brain, exceptional at maths while ill-equipped to interpret everyday life. He has never ventured alone beyond the end of his road, 
he detests being touched and he distrusts strangers. But his detective work, forbidden by his father, takes him on a frightening 
journey that upturns his world.  
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 
 
 The role of the National Theatre in supporting and developing Britain’s theatrical talent  

 
WEDNESDAY 8 FEBUARY 2017 

BULLSH*T WALKING OF LONDON 
 

 
It’s not all about history and discovering London: Bullsh*t London turns the walking tour on its head, as two professional comedians will 
take you on a tour of the South Bank, filling your head with lies and laughs. You’ll learn things you never knew about our fa ir London 
town like “where Queen Victoria exploded” and all about the “Roman renaissance movement of the 1860s.” It’s not all lies though; 
they throw a few facts in there to test you. Spot them correctly and you’ll be given the chance to have your own lie of London fea-
ture permanently in the tour! 
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 
 
 Hum! 



 
 

 
MONDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2017 

CELTIC FIDDLE FESTIVAL AT KING’S PLACE 
 

 
 
Celtic Fiddle Festival celebrates the finest fiddle players to be found anywhere, according to the Washington Post.  This evening, fid-
dlers Kevin Burke (Ireland), Christian Lemaitre (Brittany, France) and Scotland’s Charlie McKerron, famous for his membership of Scot-
tish folk super group Capercaillie, showcase a fascinating journey through the music of the British Isles and Europe’s Celtic fringes. 
 
Sold-out tours and standing ovations give testimony to the electricity and excitement generated by this trio, who will be joined on 
stage this evening by Nicholas Quemener, the famed Breton guitarist, who embark on a journey through the music of the Celtic world 
from the rarefied Quebecois airs, to the reels of the Scottish ceilidh house and stock trade Irish favourites.  For anybody interested in 
learning of the music of these islands, this is an evening not to be missed.      
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 
 

The role of music in Celtic culture 
The importance of song, dance and the oral tradition to Celtic cultures  
British regional differences: Scottish and Irish Celtic, as opposed to English cultural traditions. 

 
WEDNESDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2017 

THE ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY’S 
MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING 

 
The Royal Shakespeare Company is possibly the world’s most famous drama company.  Founded in 1875, the RSC’s reputation contin-
ues to attract the world’s most established Shakespearean actors to interpret the famous bard’s words whilst nurturing exciting new 
talent to carry on the tradition of Shakespeare’s play for future generations to enjoy.  Normally based in Shakespeare’s home town of 
Stratford-upon-Avon, the RSC traditionally performs a winter season in London and we are fortunate to be able to offer our students 
the opportunity of seeing a production of the first play ever performed by the company; Much Ado About Nothing…. 
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 
 
 The continuing influence of William Shakespeare, four centuries after his death. 
 The role of the RSC as contemporary guardians of the works of William Shakespeare  

 
FRIDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2017 

STONEWALL UK’S SOHO WALK 
 
 

Stonewall is Britain’s leading charity for lesbian, gay, bi and trans equality, working to create a world where every single person can 
be accepted without exception.  Named after the Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village, Manhattan, the scene of the Stonewall Riots of 
1969 which became a landmark event in the formation of the Gay Liberation Movement and the modern fight for LGBT rights, Stone-
wall UK was founded in 1989 by a small group of people who wanted to break down barriers to equality. Stonewall continues to 
campaign and lobby government to change laws to ensure everyone, everywhere, is free to be themselves. NYU London is proud to 
support the work of Stonewall UK and offer our students the chance to join Stonewall’s guided walk of Soho!  
 
Soho is one of London’s most famous neighbourhoods, but for as long as most can remember, it was always the place where locals and 

tourists alike would go to let their hair (and occasionally their trousers) down.   When did this rather saucy reputation begin?  We join 
Pepe Martinez, Stonewall’s Guide, for a walking tour that will take us on a ride through 350 years of fascinating history to introduce 
students to some of Soho’s most colourful characters, including the founder of Communism, Britain’s most successful porn star, Casano-
va’s mistress and the inventor of television, to name a few! 
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 
 
 An introduction to LGBT London 
 An introduction to Soho, one of the most diverse and colourful areas of Central London. 
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SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2017 

DAY TRIP TO THE ISLE OF AVALON 
 
 

Journey back to a time long ago before Britain’s history was written down when folk tale and legend helped to forge the culture of 
the British people.   Back in these distant times the Isle of Avalon (modern-day Glastonbury) looked decidedly different than it does 
today; it was an island set in a swampy sea accessible only by boat.  Myth and mystery surrounded this Isle of the Blessed Souls; one 
tells of how Joseph of Arimathea journeyed to the isle and deposited the Holy Grail (the chalice from which Jesus drank at the Last 
Supper) for its own safe-keeping.  From the early Christian times, Glastonbury has been a place of pilgrimage, Saint Patrick wor-
shipped there on his way to Ireland and we are left with the 5th-century chapel in which he prayed in the grounds of the 11th-century 
Glastonbury Abbey; the greatest church in England in its day.  King Arthur and his wife Guinevere are said to have been buried in the 
Abbey grounds.  Sadly ruined during the Reformation, the Abbey still possesses a haunted beauty and echoes of a mysterious past. 
We end our day with the a visit to the Chalice Well, perhaps the holiest site in England, an eternal spring set in the grounds of an at-
tractive garden, believed, by some, to be the resting place of the Holy chalice.  We then climb the magnificent Glastonbury Tor, a hill 
scored with terracing which, if followed, trace out a seven-fold maze and topped by the eerie ruins of a 14h-century church.   
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 
 

The role of mythology and the oral tradition in helping to form the cultures of Britain 
The role of the druids and fili in ancient societies 
The importance of the Arthur legend  
Religious beliefs in Britain (from Earth-based worship to Christianity to multi faith) 
The establishment of Roman Catholicism over Celtic Christianity 

 
TUESDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2017 

IMPROV COMEDY AT LONDON’S 
COMEDY STORE 

 
The British sense of humour is one of the most distinctive features of the British character; that mixture of irony, cynicism and eccentricity 
has long intrigued and baffled many visitors to these islands and launched the careers of many famous British comedians from the 
Monty Python team through to modern day comedians like Eddie Izzard. Many of this country’s finest comics “cut their comic teeth” at 
London’s Comedy Store. Tuesday night is “Improv Night” when the resident Comedy Store Players improvise comic situations based 
upon scenarios provided by the audience.  It is both a wonderfully entertaining night out and a great way to experience the best in 
British stand-up comedy. 
  
This visit complements the Global Orientations:  Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following theme: 
 

The role of comedy in British culture 

 
FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2017 

DAY TRIP TO STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
 

 
 
Situated on the west bank of the River Avon in the heart of the Midlands, Stratford-upon-Avon is one of the most famous towns in Eng-
land.  The town dates back to Roman times, but its appearance today is that of a small Tudor market town with mellow half-timbered 

architecture and tranquil walks beside the tree-lined Avon.  Stratford owes much of its popularity to its most famous son, the play-
wright William Shakespeare.  Shakespeare was born and buried in the town, and Stratford now hosts the highly acclaimed Royal 
Shakespeare Company.  We visit the house in which William Shakespeare’s was born, the church where he was baptised, worshipped 
and, eventually, buried, plus many more local sites connected with England’s most famous bard.  
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations:  Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following theme: 
 
 The life and times of William Shakespeare 
 Theatre in the Elizabethan era 
 The design of the medieval market town 
 Visual images of “Englishness”  
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PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CAREFULLY 

 
Global Orientations :Britain Complementary Visits: overview and ethos? 
NYU considers the Global Orientations course to be an integral part of the study away experience and an opportunity 
for students to actively engage with their host culture in a meaningful way.   The University therefore requires each new 
student at NYU London to attend each lecture and seminar session offered and to complete all assigned project work, as 
directed by the program’s Academic Director.  Participation on the Complementary Visits portion of the course, as  
described within this brochure, is voluntary.  Having said this, NYU London actively encourages all students to join at 
least one event, as listed in this brochure, and hopes students will choose to engage even more fully and therefore NYU 
London offers each student the opportunity of selecting a maximum of three complementary visits to join during Spring 
2017.  
 
 
How can I be sure to get a place on my chosen event(s)? 
We seek to offer all activities to all who would like to go but there are a number limiting factors that restrict our ability 
to offer guarantees that every student will get the event(s) of their choice.  Examples of such restrictions include, limits 
imposed by theatres on the number of tickets we are allowed to purchase for any given performance.  We may also have 
to limit the participants on our day trips to the number of seats on a bus, etc.   
 
Given our desire to encourage participation, we are pleased to offer a “first come first served” sign-up process, which 
affords each student the opportunity to complete a sign-up survey for their favoured event(s) as soon as the surveys are 
released (via NYU emails) at 5.00pm on Friday January 27th 2017.   The survey will remain open until all available plac-
es have been filled, or up to 8.00am on Monday January 31st 2017. 
 
 
If I’m on the Wait List (for an event) will I get to go? 
Whenever an event fills-up (at Sign-Up) we will add the names of additional students to a Wait List.  If a student (then) 
seeks to cancel their space on an event (see paragraph below), we contact students on the Wait List to fill the released 
place.  We usually communicate this information via a student’s NYU email account. 
 
 
What if I sign-up for a trip and then get sick? 
Rather like your classes, we will ask you to provide a documented reason (e.g. a doctor’s note) for an absence.  Attend-
ance at all Global Orientations events is monitored by the Office of Academic Affairs at NYU London.    

                                               Enquiries 
                                          hub@nyu.ac.uk 

GO BRITAIN COMPLEMENTARY VISITS: YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED! 

 
SATURDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2017 

PREMIER LEAGUE SOCCER—LIVE! 
CRYSTAL PALACE V MIDDLESBROUGH 

 
The English Premiership is arguably the most exciting football (soccer) league in the world, and we plan to take in a top match between 
Crystal Palace and Middlesbrough.  Crystal Palace is one of the oldest of London’s first class clubs, who play in South London and are a 
real ‘soccer fan’s soccer team’. Throughout its history Palace have always championed a wonderfully open style of passing football, which 
usually ensures plenty of goals.  Middlesbrough hail from the north east of England and have a similarly illustrious history. Managed by 
ex-Real Madrid assistant coach Aitor Karanka and with a team full of young international stars, Boro (as Middlesbrough is popularly 
known) will be a great match for the local Palace team.   Always roared on by some of the country’s most passionate fans, a great game 
is anticipated with plenty for the fans to shout about! 
 
This visit complements the Global Orientations: Britain course.  Students will be asked to consider the following themes: 

 
Your chance to see Britons in, perhaps, their most animated state of excitement! 
Britain’s sporting heritage 
The impact of Premier League soccer worldwide 


